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Idaho Syringe Service Programs

2019 Legislation: Syringe and Needle Exchange Act

DPH Syringe Exchange Program Role: 

• Community engagement

• Policy implementation

• Capacity-building activities

• Resources & funding

• Program evaluation

• Expansion of Syringe Service Programs (SSPs)

2019: 3         

https://legislature.idaho.gov/%20statutesrules/idstat/Title37/T37CH34/
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Find a SSP at findidahotesting.com

Idaho Syringe Service Programs

findidahotesting.com
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How did Idaho accomplish this? 



6#1. Hire the Experts

SSP Capacity-Building Subgrant

• Awarded to 2 SSPs in 2020

• Lived & professional experience

• Activities:

• SSP technical assistance

• Harm reduction learning 
collaborative

• Presentations & trainings



7#1. Hire the Experts

SSP Capacity-Building Subgrant

• Awarded to 2 SSPs in 2020

• Lived & professional experience

• Activities:

• SSP technical assistance

• Harm reduction learning 
collaborative

• Presentations & trainings

Statewide Naloxone Distribution

• Centralized at an SSP

• Braided funding through a subgrant

• Activities: 

• Purchase & distribution

• Data collection

• Coordinate training



#2. Fund SSPs

Funding Leveraged

• No state funding

• Braid federal funds:

• ADAP Rebates 

• HRSA Ryan White Part B 
Supplemental 

• SAMHSA State Opioid Response

• CDC HIV, HCV, and STI Prevention

Resource: NASTAD - Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 

Part B and  Uses of ADAP Rebate Funds, July 2017

https://nastad.org/resources/ryan-white-hivaids-program-part-b-and-adap-uses-rebate-funds
https://nastad.org/resources/ryan-white-hivaids-program-part-b-and-adap-uses-rebate-funds
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• HRSA Ryan White Part B 
Supplemental 

• SAMHSA State Opioid Response

• CDC HIV, HCV, and STI Prevention

Resource: NASTAD - Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 

Part B and  Uses of ADAP Rebate Funds, July 2017

Funding SSPs:

• SSP mini-grants

• Integrated SSP subgrants

• Support novel harm reduction programs

Resources:

• Purchase supplies

• In-kind printing of cards, pamphlets, etc.

• Data collection tools - Neo360 Idaho

Implimentation Approaches

https://nastad.org/resources/ryan-white-hivaids-program-part-b-and-adap-uses-rebate-funds
https://nastad.org/resources/ryan-white-hivaids-program-part-b-and-adap-uses-rebate-funds


#3. Educate for Policy Change

Legal Analysis

Read the fact sheet at NPHL

https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/harm-reduction-laws-in-idaho/


#3. Educate for Policy Change

Legal Analysis

Read the fact sheet at NPHL

• Led by Board of Pharmacy

• Amended naloxone access laws

• Clarified that organizations can 
redistribute naloxone to people at risk 
without a prescription

• Impact:

• Distributed 25,647 kits in 2022

• 187% increase from 2021

• Saved at least 1,238 lives

2021 Legislative Changes

Read the Naloxone FAQ

https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/harm-reduction-laws-in-idaho/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Naloxone-Policy-FAQ.pdf


What’s Next? 

Threats

Criminalization of substance use

Legislature’s power over 

federal funding

Is Idaho’s Syringe and Needle 
Exchange Act or funding for SSPs 

at risk? 



Shared Goal:

• Mitigate risk to SSPs 

Approach:

• Educate within sphere of influence

• Plan for multiple outcomes

Strategies:

1. Educate ambivalent policy makers 
with shared messaging

2. Strengthen SSP stakeholder group

3. Continue to support SSPs

Threats Proactive Plans

Criminalization of substance use

Legislature’s power over 

federal funding

Is Idaho’s Syringe and Needle 
Exchange Act or funding for SSPs 

at risk? 

What’s Next? 



Randi Pedersen, MPH (she, her)
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Division of Public Health

Randi.Pedersen@dhw.idaho.gov

Mylana McArthur (she, they, them)

Syringe Exchange Technical Records

HIV, STD, & Hepatitis Section

Division of Public Health

Mylana.McArthur1@dhw.idaho.gov
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