
HARM REDUCTION BRIEF: CALIFORNIA
OFFICE OF AIDS, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 



SUPPORT

CDPH/OA HARM REDUCTION UNIT 
•Authorization Power

•Harm Reduction Supplies   

• Syringe Disposal 

•Direct Funding 

• Technical Assistance 

•Capacity Building 



CALIFORNIA POLICY

3

POSSESSION

It is lawful to possess 
syringes and other 
drug using supplies 
obtained from any 

source.

SYRINGE 

DISTRIBUTION

Syringes may be 
dispensed by staff 
and volunteers of 

SSPs authorized by 
CDPH or a city or 

county government.

PHYSICIANS & 

PHARMACISTS

Physicians and 
pharmacists may 

dispense/prescribe 
syringes for disease 

prevention purposes 
to anyone age 18 or 

older.

OTHER DRUG 

USING SUPPLIES 

CDPH designated 
materials for 

distribution by SSPs. 

NALOXONE 

DISTRIBUTION 

A statewide standing 
order allows any 

entity to distribute 
naloxone through the 

CA Naloxone 
Distribution Project. 



There are 
currently 
75 SSPs

in California 

CALIFORNIA SSPs



Fatal Overdoses are at record numbers

Source: CA Department of Public Health Substance Abuse Prevention Branch, 2022

Drug-Related Fatal Overdose in CA Residents 



One key driver of fatal overdose:
increased fentanyl in the street drug supply

Source: CA Department of Public Health Substance Abuse Prevention Branch, 2022



CALIFORNIA SSP TRENDS



CALIFORNIA SSP TRENDS



Lawsuits

Increased Participant Harassment 

Financially Backed Opposition Local Ordinances Banning SSPs

Increased SSP Staff Harassment 

CA Harm Reduction ServicesForecast: 

Grim-ish



24/7 Substance use treatment to anyone who needs it
*Launched in 2018 to expand access to MOUD

through Emergency Departments*

242 participating emergency departments in 52 counties 

Harm Reduction Supplies Distribution!

CA DRUG USER HEALTH RESOURCES



2022 IMPACT

45% of harm reduction supplies were 
ordered and delivered to counties with 

no harm reduction services. 

36% of naloxone doses were  ordered 
and delivered to counties with 

no harm reduction services.
visual credit: NEXT Distro

https://nextdistro.org/

CA DRUG USER HEALTH RESOURCES

https://nextdistro.org/


Thank You 
Loris.Mattox@cdph.ca.gov

CDPH/OA SSP Website

mailto:Loris.Mattox@cdph.ca.gov
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