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Agenda

• Wisconsin Syringe Service 
Programs (SSPs)

• Rapid HCV Testing Program

• Hepatitis C Data
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Syringe Service Providers (SSPs)

• Reduce blood-borne 
infections (HIV, HCV, etc.)

• Connect to health services

• Overdose prevention

• Safe disposal
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Wisconsin SSPs
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• Bad River Harm Reduction

• City of Racine Health 
Department

• Marquette County Health 
Department

• Portage County Health and 
Human Services

• Public Health Madison Dane 
County

• Sixteenth Street Community 
Health Center

• UMOS

• Winnebago County Health 
Department

• Vivent Health



Services offered at Wisconsin SSPs

• Hepatitis C, HIV, and STI 
testing

• Sterile supplies

• Risk reduction education

• Overdose prevention 
trainings

• Naloxone training and 
distribution

• Fentanyl test strip training 
and distribution

• Linkage to care and 
treatment

• Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) 5
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Harm Reduction 
Response Team 
(HRRT)

• New DHS program

• Drug user health support

• Soft launch August 2023
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Title Case, 40-
point Minimum
• Community education and 

awareness

• Training presentations for 
agencies

• Technical Assistance with 
implementation of best 
practices
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Drug User Health
Coordinator



Rapid HCV Testing Program

• OraSure Rapid HCV 
Antibody Tests

• Rapid HCV testing forms

• Wisconsin Electronic 
Disease Surveillance 
System (WEDSS)

• Onsite Trainings
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Hepatitis C 
Rapid Tests 
2022
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2,031
tests

Age: 12 
unknown 

(0.6%)

Gender: 
62 

unknown 
(3.1%)

Ethnicity:
47 

unknown 
(2.3%)

Race: 47 
unknown 

(2.3%)



Hepatitis C Rapid Tests 2022
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182 persons had 

confirmatory tests 

(~9%) reported 

before rapid

Rapid tests only 

visible to state 

employees in 

WEDSS

282 Reactive Tests

14% Positivity Rate



Hepatitis C Rapid Tests – Exposure 
Among the 1,749 Non-Reactive Rapids Among the 282 Reactive Rapids
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Site Visits at Partner Agencies

Review Tableau 
Dashboard Data

Discuss testing 
successes and 

barriers
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Tableau Dashboard Example 
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Hepatitis C 
Disease Intervention Specialist (DIS)

Acute 
Cases

Pregnant
Cases

Perinatal
Cases
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Wisconsin Hepatitis C Program’s 
Rapid HCV Testing Protocol will be 
published on our hepatitis C 
webpage.
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Resources
Summary of Information on The Safety and Effectiveness of Syringe Services Programs (SSPs) | CDC

Syringe Services Programs (SSPs) | CDC

Dose of Reality: Safer Use/Harm Reduction | Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Xylazine Fact Sheet (wisconsin.gov)

Harm Reduction Response Team Flyer (wisconsin.gov)

Harm Reduction: Keeping Communities Healthy (wisconsin.gov)

Wisconsin Hepatitis C Program | Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Hepatitis C: Data | Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Dose of Reality: Opioid Settlement Funds | Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Dose of Reality: Resources for Professionals | Wisconsin Department of Health Services
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https://www.cdc.gov/ssp/syringe-services-programs-summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ssp/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids/safer-use.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03490.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03477.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03512.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-program.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/viral-hepatitis/hcv-data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids/settlement-funds.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids/professionals.htm#NDP
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Questions?
Thank you!

Kailynn Mitchell, MPH
kailynn.mitchell@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Caroline Mohr, MPH
caroline.mohr@dhs.wisconsin.gov

mailto:kailynn.mitchell@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:caroline.mohr@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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