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To date, Uni-Gold( Recombigen( HIV, a single use rapid immunoassay for the quality detection of antibodies to HIV-1 in serum, plasma and whole blood, remains the main HIV rapid test delivered in CDPH STD clinics
 CDPH STD Stat laboratories are CLIA-certified to run moderate complexity tests, Serum and Plasma may be tested, however, to date, whole blood collected venipuncture containing EDTA (lavender top tube) by still remains a standard specimen for rapid HIV testing.
1. Refer to Uni-Gold( Recombigen( HIV package inserted in the Laboratory Procedure Manual or in the test kit for instruction and step by step technical procedures.
2. Run the kit controls daily before performing actual testing and make sure temperature of the testing area is in an acceptable range between 15(C-27(C/35.6(-80.6(F.

3. Record  the result of the  negative and positive controls , testing area temperature, kit lot number, control kit lot number, and date of control kit open to the HIV rapid test daily log .
4. If the Kit Controls do not produce the expected results, discontinue performing test and notify immediately to the lab director for further corrective action.

5. Blood specimens should be tested immediately but can be tested within 8 hours of collection if stored at ambient temperature.
6. Set the timer for 10 minutes and start timing the test and read the test results after 10 minutes but not more than 12 minutes incubation time.

7. Enter Reactive or Non-reactive results to CERNER EMR and daily lab log sheet. Also write UG-NR for non reactive result or UG-R for reactive result on the “LAB USE ONLY” section of the IDPH STD/HIV lab request.
8. If there is a reactive result, the test should be repeated in duplicate with fresh device

9. Collect the plasma from the reactive whole blood specimen and stored at -20(C. Plasma sample may be retested if there is discordant result with EIA, Western Blot, or NAAT from IDPH laboratory. To collect plasma from the reactive whole blood specimen, centrifuge the blood tube containing EDTA in 5 minutes to separate the blood cells from the plasma. Transfer the plasma to 2.0 ml cryogenic vial. Label the vial and stored at -20(C.
Please be advised that if there is no lab tech available, Rapid HIV testing may be cancelled and the conventional HIV testing will be ordered and sent to IDPH laboratory.
If you have any question, please contact me at (312) 745-3733
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