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May 16, 2005

Dear:

I would like to formally invite you to become a member of our Department’s Viral Hepatitis Task Force.  As you know, hepatitis causes a range of health problems, and has the potential to lead to serious, costly, and long-term consequences for our citizens.  It is important for us to develop and implement a comprehensive plan to guide our future efforts regarding these diseases.

Your expertise in the area of hepatitis will be invaluable in providing us with the ideas and recommendations that will enable us to: 

· Identify critical factors in preventing and controlling viral hepatitis infection and disease progression

· Identify strategies in providing services related to viral hepatitis to Iowans

· Target high-risk communities in efforts to increase awareness about viral hepatitis

· Provide a more accurate picture of the incidence and prevalence of disease burden

· Implement a comprehensive, collaborative statewide strategy to address the public health issues associated with viral hepatitis

Thank you for your willingness to assist us in this endeavor.  It is through commitment and partnerships such as this one that we can collectively ensure that the health of our citizens is addressed and protected.

Chris Taylor (515-281-5027) is coordinating the planning efforts for our department.  Please do not hesitate to call him with any questions or ideas.

Sincerely,









