STATE OF NEW MEXICO EXECUTIVE OFFICE, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C are the most common types of viral hepatitis found in the United States, affecting all members of society, including healthcare professionals, people in the correctional system, and community members; and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 5,000 chronic cases of hepatitis B and as many as 28,000 people chronically infected with hepatitis C in New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, hepatitis A and B are vaccine preventable, with public health offices providing free screening and vaccines to infants, adolescents and adults who engage in high risk activities; and

WHEREAS; the New Mexico Department of Health and the University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center provide hepatitis C intervention and treatment services to eligible hepatitis C positive patients in New Mexico; and

WHEREAS; the New Mexico Department of Health and the New Mexico Hepatitis C Alliance have partnered to provide hepatitis C education and awareness to all New Mexico residents; and

WHEREAS; continued education and awareness of viral hepatitis will help to reduce the impact of this disease and improve the quality of life for citizens of New Mexico;

NOW, THEREFORE I Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as:

“Hepatitis Awareness Month”

throughout the State of New Mexico

