Proclamation from the Governor Hepatitis C Awareness Month
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

STATE OF OREGON

WHEREAS:  Hepatitis C is the most common chronic blood-borne viral infection in the United States and an estimated 5 million Americans have been infected with the hepatitis C virus including approximately 65,000 Oregonians; and

WHEREAS:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimate that                      approximately 30,000 new cases of hepatitis C infection occur annually in the United States; and 

WHEREAS:   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that at least 10,000 Americans die each year of chronic hepatitis C-related disease, and predict a three-fold increase in the hepatitis C-related death rate by the year 2010; and

WHEREAS:  No vaccine is available to prevent chronic hepatitis C but medications are available to clear the hepatitis C virus from the body in up to 50% of people treated; and

WHEREAS:  Persons infected with the hepatitis C virus are often unaware of their status for as long as 10 to 20 years and are unknowing reservoirs for continued spread of the virus; and

WHEREAS:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has stated that hepatitis C is a disease of major public health importance and has recommended the implementation of risk-reduction counseling and services; identification, counseling, and testing of persons at risk; medical management of infected persons; professional and public education; and surveillance and research to monitor disease trends.

Now,

therefore, I, Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor of the State of Oregon, hereby proclaim May 2007 to be
Hepatitis C Awareness Month

In Oregon and encourage all Oregonians to join in this observance.

