VIRAL HEPATITIS AWARENESS MONTH
WHEREAS,  citizens of New Jersey value their health and the health of fellow New Jerseyans, New Jerseyans are proud to support observances that raise the awareness of public health issues, such as viral hepatitis; and 
WHEREAS, in New Jersey, CDC estimates that more than 160,000 New Jerseyans have been infected with the Hepatitis C Virus, of whom approximately 128,000 are chronically infected;  

WHEREAS, CDC estimates that 426,000 New Jerseyans have been infected with hepatitis B, of whom approximately 21,000 are chronically infected.
WHEREAS, the regional cost of a liver transplant currently averages about $250,000 for immediate hospital and doctor expenses indicating that hepatitis B and C prevention, testing and treatment should be considered as cost-effective public policies.

WHEREAS, viral hepatitis is typically asymptomatic, and therefore infected individuals may unknowingly transmit the virus to others;

WHEREAS, persons infected with hepatitis B or hepatitis C may not learn of their infection until 10 to 30 years later when complications arise from chronic viral hepatitis; 

WHEREAS, hepatitis C infection is the largest single cause for liver transplantation and one of the principal causes of liver cancer and cirrhosis; 

WHEREAS, there are now more than 20,000 people in the US waiting for a liver transplant, but there are currently only about 4,900 livers available each year;

WHEREAS, vaccinations exist for hepatitis A and hepatitis B, and there is a need to promote immunizations, especially for those who are infected with other hepatitis viruses; 

WHEREAS, no vaccine exists for hepatitis C, and treatments, although improving, have limited success, making this infection among the most costly diseases in terms of health care costs, lost wages, and reduced productivity; 

WHEREAS, approximately 25% of HIV-infected persons in the United States are also infected with hepatitis C; 

WHEREAS, liver failure from hepatitis C has become the leading cause of death for people living with HIV;

WHEREAS, hepatitis C infection progresses more rapidly to liver damage in HIV-infected persons and may impact the course and management of HIV infection; 

WHEREAS, early diagnosis can lead to the possibility of preventing further transmission of viral hepatitis; 

WHEREAS, prevention education and other preventive measures can lead to the prevention of viral hepatitis; and 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jon Corzine, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do hereby recognize May 2006 as


VIRAL HEPATITIS AWARENESS MONTH in the Garden State.
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