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Statement of Urgency

NASTAD and the National 
Coalition of STD Directors 
(NCSD) released a Statement 
of Urgency in June 2010 
expressing concern about the 
stronghold that HIV and STD 
infections continue to have on 
gay and bisexual men.



National HIV/AIDS Strategy

 Reducing HIV incidence; 
 Increasing access to care 

and optimizing health 
outcomes; 

 Reducing HIV-related 
health disparities; and 

 Achieving a more 
coordinated national 
response.
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Objectives of Gay Men’s 
Portfolio

 Increase leadership and develop the programmatic skills of 
staff in state and local health departments;

 Develop policy and program recommendations that 
enhance response to the HIV/AIDS crisis among gay men;

 Encourage state and local health departments to enhance 
synergy with community stakeholders;

 Examine challenges and barriers that health departments 
and communities face; and

 Reduce stigma and create more culturally appropriate 
approaches to HIV/AIDS, STD and viral hepatitis prevention, 
care and treatment activities.
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Map of Gay Men’s Activities



Gay Men’s Timeline

 May 2001 – Releases a call to action in response to CDC 
data regarding HIV incidence among young men who have sex 
with men (MSM)

 July – December 2001 – Assists CDC with a series of MSM 
regional meetings

 October 2002 – Participates on the planning committee for an 
NIH/CDC meeting on improving the efficacy of interventions 
for MSM

 November 2004 – In partnership with NCSD, releases a call to 
action, Crisis Among Gay Men:  Crystal Methamphetamine 
Use Linked to Rising HIV and STD Rates



Gay Men’s Timeline (cont.)

 March 2005 – Hosts a National Gay Stakeholders Meeting
 December 2005 – March 2006 – Launches a survey designed 

to obtain jurisdiction-level data among Black MSM

 February 2006 – Releases the first of three issue brief on 
Black MSM, Standing at the Crossroad of the HIV/AIDS 
Epidemic in the United States

 October 2006 – May 2007 – Conducts interviews with over 
80 stakeholders focusing on Black MSM 

 February 2008 – Convenes a Black gay men/MSM technical 
assistance meeting



Gay Men’s Timeline (cont.)

 February 2009 – Releases the first of four installments of its 
podcast series focused on Black gay men’s sexuality

 September 2009 – Releases a four-part web-film on using 
the internet to reach gay men

 June 2010 – In partnership with NCSD, releases a Statement 
of Urgency at a Congressional briefing about the HIV and STD 
crisis among gay men

 June 2010 – Convenes its second technical assistance 
meeting focused on Black gay men

 July 2010 – Creates the Gay Men’s Health Equity Work Group



Gay Men’s Timeline (cont.)

 October 2010 – Releases a video tool-kit, Street 
Conversations - Gay Men & HIV/AIDS: Is Prevention 
Working? 

 March 2011 – Releases a Resources Directory and Issues 
for Consideration that address the health equity of gay and 
bisexual men of all races and ethnicities

 March 2011 – In conjunction with NCSD, receives a MAC grant 
to begin anti-stigma work among Black and Latino gay men

 April 2011 – Releases a Latino gay men report, A Traves de 
Nuestros Ojos (Through Our Eyes): Promoting Health and 
Social Equity to Address HIV/AIDS among Latino Gay Men
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 Report represent key themes 
derived from face-to-face focus 
group interviews with state and 
local health departments, 
community-based organizations 
and consumers of HIV/AIDS 
prevention and care and treatment 
services. 

 A total of 60 interviews in 12 
jurisdictions were conducted with 
approximately 250 participants with 
over 2,000 pages of raw data. 

Latino Gay Men and HIV/AIDS



Latino Gay Men’s Report:
Key Themes

 Despite expressing the value of collaboration, many 
participants cited a weak culture of collaboration.

 Urgent need for more opportunities and structures to develop 
grassroots and professional leadership skills and capacity. 

 Culture and religion play a contradictory role for Latino gay 
men.

 Language, literacy, educational advancements and 
immigration status were noted as practical needs for the 
community that overshadowed HIV prevention and care and 
treatment efforts.



Latino Gay Men Report:
Quotes

“It seems that the application process is not good for [fostering 
collaboration] because we see agencies as competitors instead of 
potential collaborators.” – Chicago, IL service provider

“I have three degrees but it’s always, ‘Oh, you’re the first person to the 
new position that is going to be open, but you are so good doing what you 
are doing on the streets, we’re just gonna keep you there.’  So, I don’t 
really feel that my educational background is of any importance here.” 

– San Francisco, CA service provider

“I always say to people [that] family, religion and culture can kill you or 
help you.  That’s the problem.  Latinos have a really strong religion and 
family base. That makes it a little harder, especially when you are the only 
male in the family or the oldest one, you have really high expectations that 
you need to meet in order to make your family happy.”

– Boston, MA service provider



Latino Gay Men Report: 
Quotes (cont.)

“There’s also a lot of confusion around what can be done and what can’t be 
done based on your immigration status.  So you've got confusion on the 
provider side, but you've also got confusion on the client side or gay men 
that you might want to target for prevention services because they’re 
afraid.” – Tucson, AZ provider 

“Getting tested is one thing, and finding out is one thing.  But it’s the ten 
days afterwards, and then even after, that’s the part that I felt there was 
absolutely nothing…I can see why a lotta people just give – they just say, 
“Screw it.  I don’t wanna deal ’cause it’s too much of a headache.  It’s too 
much of a hassle.  I can’t devote 10 hours to sitting in an office hoping to 
get seen for 20 minutes.’ That’s the hardest part.” 

– Los Angeles, CA consumer
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2011 NASTAD Activities

 LGBTQ Youth Community Initiative

 Viral hepatitis gay men’s fact sheet 

 NASTAD and NCSD stigma survey 

 Black Gay Men’s Technical Assistance Meeting

 Partnership with Human Rights Campaign

 Latino gay men video report

 Gay men webinar series

 Gay Men’s Health Equity Work Group Meeting



Francisco Ruiz, MS
Senior Manager, Racial & Ethnic Health Disparities
National Alliance of State and Territorial 
(202) 434-8056
fruiz@NASTAD.org
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